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by worshipping God, 
caring for each other,  

and serving in community. 

 

Vol. 26 

 No. 11 

November 
2020 

 

 The part of God’s world which we call inanimate seems unliving to 
humans only because of our neuromuscular chauvinism.  We are so enam-
ored with our own narrow activity range that we blind ourselves to the fact 
that most of the action in the universe unfolds outside of our range of percep-
tion, happening at speeds so much slower or faster than our own, that we are 
blind to God’s world of grace.  At the subatomic level, weird electrical      
forces are crackling and flaring and moving simultaneously forward,      
backward, and sideways, so rapidly that expressions such as ‘arrival,’ 
‘departure,’ and ‘have a nice day’ become meaningless.  It is on those levels 
that God’s grace is emerging for grand appearances in your life.   
  
 We extend our bodies and physical power through technology.  Hand 
extends to rubber band gun, to nuclear weapon.  Foot extends to pogo stick, 
and then to space shuttle.  Eye extends to warped glass monocle, and then to 
Hubble.  You get the picture.  So, we extend our nervous system through 
communications channels like the written word, telephone, radar, radio, TV, 
and the internet.  Those who control these media control most of the nervous 
system of society.  The contents of these media become part of the contents 
of every individual’s brain. Do you trust their input? 
 
 The history of consciousness is a history of words.  Those poets and 
writers whose words make new metaphors that sink into the public          
consciousness, create new ways of knowing ourselves and others, and the 
world around us. 
 

BERGY’S BABBLE:  “RAMBLE ON”  

… /// ... 
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 If we still truly believe that there are certain events that are making 
us unhappy, then we have not yet learned that we are stranded in the misery 
by the way that we are processing the events.  God brings every person and 
their behavior into our lives in some way and for some reason.  Understand-
ing that, we can sense that there is a powerful lesson there for us as a result 
of that person’s being in our life, even if they are a perceived challenge or a 
monster antagonist.  Acceptance comes with surrendering to the mystery of 
God’s plan. 
 
 Thomas Jefferson: “The clergy believe that any portion of power 
confided to me, will be exerted in opposition to their schemes. And they be-
lieve rightly:  FOR I HAVE SWORN UPON THE ALTAR OF GOD 
ETERNAL HOSTILITY AGAINST EVERY FORM OF TYRANNY 
OVER THE MIND OF MAN.  But this is all they have to fear from me; and 
enough too in their opinion.”  (Few of the tourists who read the capitalized 
portion of this statement carved on the Jefferson Memorial in Washington, 
D.C., are aware of its context.) 
 
 Those who misunderstand Biblical wisdom aver that somebody 

named Jehovah made the whole universe in 6 days in 4004 B.C., but includ-
ed fossils and other false leads to make it appear much older.  One could 
equally assert that the cosmos appeared out of the Void just one second ago, 

including you and me and our shared false memories of a longer duration 
here.  As a matter of fact, there wasn’t anyone named Jehovah until the 16th 
century A.D.  Apparently, the compilers of the King James Version were 

too anti-Semitic to ask a Rabbi how to spell and pronounce, YHWH, so they 
mistakenly added a syllable and a vowel to Yahweh and made it Jehovah 
instead.  Oops!  

 Lots of folks say they’re not religious, but they’re deeply spiritual.  

SBNR’S. That’s a cop out.  They’re just not aware of how religious they 
really are.  They’re not aware of how religiously they do things.   

  … /// …  Bergy’s Babble:  “Ramble On” 

… /// ... 
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Before Covid, we used to be able to go to the Marquee-Parque-Multi-Metro-
Plex-Movie-Cinema-Flix-Palace with more screens than a motel in malaria 
country, on any Saturday night for a first-run film.  What do you see?  Argu-
ably some of the most religious behavior in the world.  First, you pay votive 
offerings at the box office just to pass into the court of the gentiles.  While 
you are paying this toll/offering you are selecting the story that you feel will 
illuminate the mythic and spiritual life that you lead.  The prayer is that this 
offering will lead to a better quality of life which will be explained or    
conferred upon you by the viewing of this story. 
 
 This gets you into the next inner circle, an extravagant narthex full 
of fellowship, excitement, communion, games and refreshments.  This is 
where you purchase your ritual corn!  And then into the holy of holies 
where the lights go down, the atmosphere hushes in reverence and anticipa-
tion, and the magic begins.  Then we are inspired by the heroes, horrified by 
the villains, crushed by the defeats and uplifted by the victories of the    
drama, even to the point of changing our behavior following the movie.  I’m 
sure you’ve noticed how people tend to “peel-out” while leaving the parking 
lot after seeing an inspiring racing or cannonball run rally film.  The chil-
dren are so inspired they are practicing those Jet Li karate moves on their 
siblings on the way to the car.  
  
 Ah yes, in the most techno/secular of moviegoers, the depth and 
intensity of the participation reveals a religious fervor that is no different 
than that of any zealot.  They’ll want to share their experience with evangel-
ical enthusiasm.  “Hey, didja see……”  Let’s face it---there’s more ritual in 
spiritual, than there is gel in evangel ical. 
 
 I’m ghostwriting playoff sports speeches.  Here’s one for you: 

“I’ve been saving my commerciality for the big contestation where         
I visualize to actualize the missing ingredient.  Deceptionally, if they    

try to deployalize us with confusionness, we have the flexilization to 

alternatize.   

  … /// …  Bergy’s Babble:  “Ramble On” 
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I’m percogitating concerning my productionality so as to extirpate 
them out of their zonial tendencies.  That’ll exacerbate their playing 
with a plethora of exhausting zealous, but I’m stockpiling my zealous 
for the penultimate 300 seconds.  Got it? (Oh no, my spelchek just 
threw a rod.) 

 
See you in worship…………………… BERGY 

  … /// …  Bergy’s Babble:  “Ramble On” 

SAFEGUARDS SAFETY TRAINING  
 

Safeguards will be holding a CPR Training on Sunday, November 22nd, 
at 11:00 a.m. after worship service.   
 

We will be holding the class in the Media Room.  The cost is $75 for Adult 
CPR only or $90 for Adult and Pediatric CPR.  Both trainings  include 
AED use.   
 

Individuals connected to Holy Cross can use the coupon HolyCross-
Nov2020 for a 15% discount. 
 

John Lambeth 
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MINUTES FOR COUNCIL MEETING 
 
 

SEPTEMBER 29, 2020 
 

The September 2020 Church Council meeting was called to order 
by President Wendy Lambeth on Tuesday, September 29, 2020, at 
12:10 p.m. Pastor Berggren opened the meeting with a prayer.   
 
In attendance were:  Pastor Jim Berggren, Wendy Lambeth, Nancy 
Beamesderfer, Linda Cuzzort, Deacon Karen Davidson, Ricki   
Finstad, Julie Kilkenny, Hazeley Ruthstrom-Cole, Kay Vaccaro, 
and Sharon Wagner.  John Cooper was not in attendance.   
 
The minutes from the August Council Meeting were submitted by 
Julie Kilkenny and were unanimously approved by those present.  
They will be submitted for publication in Crossties and on the  
website. 
 
The Treasurer’s report was presented by Ricki Finstad.  Treasurer 
Finstad reported that August offerings were $27,567, which was 
about the same as July offerings of $27,188.  Year -to-date 2020 
offerings were $191,586, which is $55,365 less than year -to-date 
2019 offerings.  Expenses for August were $31,053, a decrease of 
$21,442 from July (July included the annual insurance premium of 
$27,000).  Year-to-date 8/31/20 expenses were $3,486 more than 
offerings taken in.  The checking account balance at 8/31/20 was 
$191,027, not including restricted funds.  The Endowment Commit-
tee has $1,174 interest available for disbursement.  The Treasurer ’s 
report was unanimously approved as presented.  
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   …///… Council Minutes — September 29, 2020 

Pastoral Staff Reports: 
 
Pastor Berggren gave a brief update on his activities for the month.  
He will begin working on a letter for stewardship this year.  He noted 
that organist Rob Carty will not be available for services on October 
11th, November 1st or November 8th, but that he is available for the 
Christmas Eve service.  Pastor Berggren announced he will be taking 
vacation and will be out for services on November 15 th, November 
22nd and December 6 th.   
 
Deacon Davidson noted that she will be filling in for Pastor      
Berggren while he is on vacation.  She continues her calls and visits 
with parishioners. 
 
Old Business and Committee Reports: 
 
Buildings and Grounds:  President Lambeth reported that the parking lot 
project is finished.  There are a few areas where water puddles, especially 
along the fence by School of the Woods (due to extensive tree roots); this 
was not a part of the repaving project.  Alan Lambeth is repairing the broken 
stained-glass windows in the Youth and Media rooms.  Council briefly    
discussed flooding in the courtyard area on the north side of campus.       
Ms. Lambeth noted that there is not much slope between that area and 
Westview Drive.  Council also discussed fence problems on the east side of 
the campus.  The corner fence on the ELC playground is bent and needs 
welding work.  Hazeley Ruthstrom-Cole offered to check with a contact     
of hers to see what could be done.  Pastor Berggren suggested they also look 
at the problem with the sliding gate by the Wirt Road accessible parking 
spaces.   
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WELCA:  Nancy Beamesderfer gave an update on WELCA activities.    
She reported that the 2020 officers were officially installed at the September 
general meeting.  They are working on alternate fundraising projects since 
the 2020 Rummage Sale was cancelled.  The Craft Sale was held on        
September 26th.   The next General Meeting will be in December. 
 
Telge property update:  President Lambeth reported that Lot 2 was 
on the market, but at meeting time Lot 1 was not.  A motion to put 
Lot 1 back on the market was made, duly seconded, and unanimously 
approved by Council.  Council members discussed the history of the 
committee, with Telge member Sharon Wagner giving her perspec-
tive on the mission of the Committee since its inception, and Council 
determined that with all of the lots either sold or on the market, the 
Telge Committee had fulfilled its mission to the congregation.         
A motion to disband the Telge Committee was made, seconded and 
approved by Council.   
 
Social Media:  Ms. Lambeth reported that Pastor Berggren’s 
YouTube videos were gaining viewership.  Council members noted 
positive feedback from Holy Cross members and friends.      
    
New Business: 
 
Computer upgrades:  President Lambeth reported that the computer 
upgrades for the administrative and pastors’ offices are being        
installed; this will bring everyone onto the Windows 10 platform.  
 
Lighting Assessment:  Council discussed the two bids for updating 
the light fixtures on campus to LED technology.  Deacon Davidson 
suggested also evaluating the exterior lighting setup, with a special 
attention to security needs.  

… /// ... 

      

…///… Council Minutes — September 29, 2020 
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Advent:  President Lambeth proposed that, in this unusual COVID year, 
Holy Cross have a special focus on Advent.  A parishioner suggested       
that instead of ordering the customary devotions booklets, people could  
contribute Advent devotions or meditations for a collaborative collection.  
Ms. Lambeth distributed a calendar with Bible verse prompts for those 
needing a little help deciding what to write about.   Council thought this  
was a good way to involve those who cannot attend onsite services.  Kay 
Vaccaro agreed to coordinate this project, and Julie Kilkenny will prepare 
information to distribute in an email blast.  Members also discussed posting 
the Wednesday Advent services on the YouTube channel, adding an Advent 
wreath in the Atrium for these services, and how to administer the Poinsettia 
project this year.  
 
Other New Business:   Council discussed bringing back the Power Point 
presentation for Sunday worship services.  Inquiries into the Sip & Shop 
Market have been coming in from the community, and Council approved 
holding it after the December WELCA general meeting on December 5th.   

 
The next Council meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, October 21, 
2020 at 1:15 p.m.  
 
Upon motion to adjourn, the meeting was closed with the Lord ’s 
Prayer. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Julie Kilkenny 

Council Secretary 

      

…///… Council Minutes — September 29, 2020 
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Next  

COUNCIL MEETING 
 
 
 

Wednesday, November 18, 2020, at 12 noon in the Annex. 
 
 

Church Council 
 
 

 

 

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING PART I 
 

Sunday, December 13, 2020  

following Traditional Worship Service. 
 
 

Wendy Lambeth 

Council President 
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DATE 
 
 

1st READING 
 
 

PSALM 
 
 

2nd READING 
 
 

GOSPEL 

 
11/01/2020 

 

Revelation 
7:9-17 

 
 

34:1-10, 22 
 

 

1 John 
3:1-3 

 

Matthew 
5:1-12 

 
11/08/2020 

 

Amos 
5:18-24 

 
70 

 

1 Thessalonians 
4:13-18 

 

Matthew 
25:1-13 

 
11/15/2020 

 

Zephaniah 
1:7, 12-18 

 
90:1-12 

 

 

1 Thessalonians 
5:1-11 

 

Matthew 
25:14-30 

 
11/22/2020 

 

Ezekiel 
34:11-16, 20-24 

 
95:1-7a 

 

Ephesians 
1:15-23 

 

Matthew 
25:31-46 

 
11/29/2020 

 

Isaiah 
64:1-9 

 
80:1-7, 17-19 

 

1 Corinthians 
1:3-9 

 

Mark 
13:24-37 

 

READINGS, PSALMS & GOSPEL 
  

NOVEMBER 2020 
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PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY 
 

Our Prayer Shawl Ministry has begun.  Unfortunately, we have not been 
able to meet in person, but thanks to many volunteers we have collected 
quite an array of shawls in all sizes, shapes, and colors. 
 

If you know anyone that would like a shawl, please let us know.  We will 
continue to work individually until such time as we can meet together. 
 

Wendy Lambeth (713) 854-1573 
 

These items can be dropped off in the annex.  If possible, please include 
an empty shoe box.  Thank you. 
 

Nancy Beamesderfer 

Toothpaste Aspirin Small games 

Toothbrush Pencils Hard candy 

Combs Note pads Kleenex 

Socks Lotion Bactine 

Shampoo Caps Playing cards 

Body soap   

WELCA will be taking donation year-round for the Houston Seafarers 
Christmas Box Program. Countless sailors pass through the Port of     
Houston every day and we seek to make them more comfortable by       
giving them boxes filled with the following: 
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ADVENT DEVOTIONAL PROJECT – 2020  
 

Looking for a way to enhance your Advent experience this year, to kick up 
your prayer and devotional time as we prepare for Jesus’ birth?.  This year 
we are doing something a little different for our Advent preparation at Holy 
Cross . . . by working together to create a daily Advent devotions calendar.  
 

Council thought it would be a great way to celebrate the season by pulling 
together and doing a collaborative Advent devotion/meditation calendar.  
 

For some people it’s easy to share what’s on their mind as they ponder the 
blessings and challenges of the day.  For others, not so much!  If that is the 
case, see the attachment with prompts to help you along. Or maybe you 
have come across something especially meaningful in your prayer time.  
 

Kay Vaccaro has agreed to coordinate and be the scheduler for this project, 
so get with her to make sure there are no duplications.  
 

Put on your (prayerful) thinking caps and send your contributions to her by 
November 1st, (Email: vkaytv@yahoo.com), so she can compile them in 
time for Advent.  
 

Multiple devotions welcome!  Pastor Jim already signed up for 5!  
 
 

Lord, Open our hearts and calm our minds as we come to You in prayer  
and ask for Your help in sharing these meditations on Advent.  

Guide us and Keep us ever mindful that, in our actions,  
we are a reflection of Your love.  

Amen  
 
Kay Vaccaro- Cell: (281) 731-9615  

Email: vkaytv@yahoo.com  

Attachment: 2020 Advent Devotions Prompts  
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Holy Cross Lutheran Church 
In Remembrance 

of those who have gone before us 
 

 

ALL SAINTS LIST  
 

2019—2020 

† Roy Charles Corley    10/25/2019 

† Edna Marie Martha Simmons   11/16/2019 

† Gordon Edward Tinker   11/07/2019 

† Carolyn Jeanne Morris Smith   01/14/2020 

† Thomas Alfred Neumann   03/20/2020 

† Verlene Luetge Furley    07/20/2020 

† Charles Gustavus Hess, III   08/03/2020 
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If your name is not listed or if this is incorrect information  

please contact the Church Office so that the list can be corrected.  

 

Holy Cross members celebrating birthdays this month: 

 

02  Dolores Fojt 

04  Kay Vaccaro 

      Ilse Newlon 

05  Kim Rose 

07  Yvonne Mosburg 

09  Lucy Candler 

11  Lynn Ballard 

13  Fred Gardner IV 

16  Jean Seveny 

17  Doris Polker 

18  Alan Lambeth 

21  Natalie Hansen 

23  Karen Davidson 

      Penny Schick 

25  Libby Alexander 

      Marsha Thompson 

28  Cassie Walker Case 

29  John Wegner 

      John Stokes 

30  John Lambeth 

      Andrea Hernandez 
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R e m e m b e r  i n  P r a y e r  
 

The homebound, disabled, long-term 

ill and prolonged recovering.  

Ed Cooper 
Betty Firth 
Clarice Gross 

Elaine Snell 
Rosie Stork 
Doris Wahlberg 

TREASURER’S REPORT 
 

If you have any questions call  
Ricki Finstad at (832) 693-8686  

SEPTEMBER 2020 
 

    Receipts       $   16,182.26        

    Expenses           28,419.89 

    Balance     < $   12,237.63  > 
                                                                                                                           ========== 

Operational receipts                                                         
  year to date received   ……..   $ 207,768.71        

Expenditures year to date ..…      267,385.41 

Balance                                  < $  59,616.70 >  
                                                                         ========= 

 

YTD Building Rental $ 315.00 

If you are not receiving HCLC 
Prayer Request emails and would 
like to, please contact: 
 

Renee Allcorn 
 

   allcornr@gmail.com  
  

or call (713) 254-8638   
 

Note that Prayer Request emails 
are sent out daily. If you are on 
the email list and did not receive 
any email, please contact Renee. 

CHURCH OFFICE  

HOURS 
 
 

Monday—Thursday 
9:00 a.m. — 4:00 p.m. 

 
 

Friday 8:30 a.m. — 2:30 p.m. 

You  may sign up for  
Altar Flowers in the Narthex.  
Suggested donation is $50.00  

and $12.00 for a rose. 

AVERAGE ATTENDANCE 

SEPTEMBER 2020 
 

                     Saturday Informal service     : 12 

Sunday Traditional worship  : 25 

David Dukleth 
Morgan Durco 
Nanette Luker 
Nita Peterson 
Larry Polzin 

Laura Ruthstrom 
Billy Sosa 
Julie Yanta 

and 
victims of Covid-19 

mailto:allcornr@swbell.net
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TELEPHONE EXTENSIONS 

100  Church Office  

101  Sussy Terry  

103  Rev. Jim Berggren  Senior Pastor 

104  Fredda Yurk  Bookkeeper 

105  Karen Davidson  Deacon 

Holy Cross Lutheran Church  
in Spring Branch 
 

A Congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America (ELCA) 

“Holy Cross Lutheran Church is a community of Christians  
gathered by God’s grace and reaching out through God’s love.” 

 

YOUR CHURCH STAFF 
 
 

† Rev. Jim Berggren  —  Senior Pastor 
 Email :  jlberggren@holycross.us 
 

† Deacon Karen Davidson                 
                Email : aimked@gmail.com 
 

† Sussy Terry — Office Manager  
 Email : hclc@holycross.us 
 
 

† Fredda Yurk  — Bookkeeper  
 Email : fyurk@holycross.us 
 

 
 
 

 
 

OFFICERS OF THE CONGREGATION 
 
 

  Wendy Lambeth                           President 

  Sharon Wagner                       Vice-President    

     Julie Kilkenny               Secretary   

     Ricki Finstad               Treasurer 

 

SATURDAY WORSHIP SERVICE 
 

Informal Service 6:00 p. m.—AT 
 

SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICE 

Traditional Service 9:30 a.m.—WC 

EARLY LEARNING CENTER  
 

ELC (713) 461-5535 
 

email:  holycrosselc4@gmail.com 

7901 Westview Dr.  
Houston, Texas 77055  
 

Tel. (713) 686-8253  
Fax (713) 686-9095 
 

E-mail:    hclc@holycross.us 
 

Website:  www.holycross.us 

Office Manager & 
Events Coordinator 


